OCTOBER 2006

INTRODUCING POWERFLEX XCEL™ AND NETFLEX™ ACTIVE ZONE SWITCH HOUSING

Please see details in our New Product Overview and List Pricing available on line or in CD format. 

We are pleased to announce the introduction of our most advanced and efficient modular electrical power system to date; POWERFLEX XCEL and our new (patent pending) NETFLEX ACTIVE ZONE SWITCH HOUSING; the ground breaking development  that will allow for the extension of the building fiber optic backbone into the horizontal network infrastructure.

POWERFLEX XCEL ADVANCED MODULAR POWER SYSTEM (pgs. 5-18)

Powerflex Xcel™ is a 4th generation refinement by Flexspace that significantly enhances the flexibility and cost effectiveness of under floor power distribution, and does so with fewer parts than any former Powerflex version. Our previous version, Powerflex QC, was an excellent product. Here's how Powerflex Xcel takes it to the next level:

1. Elimination of Zone Cable Sets. In Powerflex QC we had both Zone Cable Sets and Zone Starter Cables. In Xcel we have only Zone Starter Cables or those with a pigtail for hardwiring to the building circuit panel. The Zone Cable Sets (male connector one end and female on the other) because of the inclusion of a very inexpensive In-Line Connector that connects Cable Sets with male connectors together. This allows us to make Modular Zone Cables of any length by using our standard male/male Cable Sets, In-Line Connectors and Zone Starter Cables. (See pg. 4 for component relationships)

2. Programmable Flush Lid Modules. Powerflex Xcel offers the ultimate in flexibility by introducing the programmable in floor service box. Just like the modular power systems in panel furniture the circuits provided in the new Flush Lid Module will be determined by the customer or installer during installation or at any time in the future. Each duplex outlet will come with the designation of circuit I, II, III, IV molded into the face. The primary power assembly located in the center of the FLMP has two locations back to back that can receive any one of the four optional outlets. By depressing the safety catch the outlet can be slid to the left to remove it and inserted in the opening and slid to the right to install it. As a result of this advancement, we have one floor service box and four outlet options that can offer whatever combination of circuits is desired at any time the user makes the decision instead of boxes that are wired one way at the factory and remain that way throughout their useful life. (See pg. 11)
3. Standardized Voice/Data, microphone and video bezels. Each FLMP and FLMPE will be provided with two locations on opposite sides that can be closed off with a blank snap in cover or can provide for the location of two voice/data receptacles, one microphone jack or one video jack. Each floor box will be delivered with bezels and adaptors to accommodate any of the options including the adaptors for the top eleven manufacturers of voice /data connectivity sold in the U.S. In the rare instance that a customer requires more data/voice receptacles in a single service box, a manufacturer not accommodated by the standard offering or another connector type not listed we will still be able to offer many custom options. Our experience tells us that the standard offering will accommodate 95% of the orders we receive. In the vast majority of cases, we will not have to be concerned about what data/voice connectivity our customer will select; it will be provided for automatically with their order. (see pg. 13 for standard options)
4. A reasonably priced (inexpensive) 4-way Cable Splitter. In the Powerflex QC product we did, in fact, have a 4-way cable splitter. However its list price was $142.00. The Cable Splitter 4 – way offered in Xcel is list priced at $19.00. I’m sure you’ll all agree that this component contributes significantly in creating more options for standard cabling patterns at a far more reasonable price. (see pg. 17)

5. A smaller less expensive Zone Distribution Box. The new XZDB Zone Distribution Box is listed at $236.00 or 47% less than the QC ZDB3 or ZDB4. It is also 45% smaller and only requires the removal of two support cylinders instead of four as did the QC versions. It still offers 4, 8, or 12 circuit consolidation with 1, 2 or 3 Zone Cables in and two outputs for each input. With the addition of the inexpensive 4-way splitter, we can now have as many outputs per input as is desired by the customer without requiring more than one standard version of the Zone Distribution Box. (see pg. 14)
6. Addition of XAPG – Access Panel Grommet. Just a small addition, but the 3 inch diameter grommet recommended by Flexspace when furniture system power in-feeds are articulated from panel furniture to a system conversion module in the under floor system is now available from Flexspace as a standard catalogue item. (see pg. 18) 
NETFLEX UNIVERSAL UNDERFLOOR MUTOA SYSTEM DISCONTINUED
When the Netflex Passive Zone distribution box was first introduced 8 years ago, there were no boxes of this type offered by the connectivity manufacturers that would fit in a low profile floor. Today most have something that will work. In order for the customer to retain continuity with their preferred supplier of cabling and connectivity we now recommend that they purchase their passive zone distribution box from them directly. To this end, we have listed eight of the top manufacturer’s passive zone boxes with stock numbers, dimensions and number of ports (receptacles) on page 19.
NETFLEX ACTIVE ZONE DISTRIBUTION SWITCH HOUSING (patent pending)

Some of you may have noticed photos of our Active Zone Switch Housing in our ATI power point presentation. Up until now it has been mostly conceptual in nature. However, recent significant (try double in twelve months) cost increases in copper wire, the inevitable reduction of the cost of established technology, significant change in the NEC, the advent of the LEED program and the copper wire industries predilection for changing the standard of copper wire transmission speeds every two years or so, have all added up to our inclusion of this product in our standard line. 

The Switch Housing allows the placement of any standard 24 port network switch in a protected environment under Cablefloor in a zone distribution format. This creates an active zone distribution circumstance where one fiber optic cable from the main distribution frame can replace (24) 4-pair copper wire home runs from a wire closet or a reduction of over 95% of the wiring requirement for conventional network infrastructure.  Computers and phones are then serviced within the zone through short (20 or 25 ft.) copper wire modified patch cords to floor boxes, furniture systems or walls. This has the following benefits:

1. A permanent zone distributed horizontal fiber optic backbone that will not have to be changed for decades.

2. An almost unlimited LAN bandwidth or the ultimate in high speed transmission.

3. Reduction of the floor space requirement for intermediate distribution frames or zoned wire closets.

4. Elimination of concern and expense regarding the NEC requirement to remove all discontinued cabling from buildings.

5. An 80 to 90 % reduction in the time requirement to install network infrastructure

6. Provides the ultimate in LEED defined sustainable communication infrastructure significantly lowering the cost of moves, additions or change for both the building owner and/or the tenant.

(See pg. 20)

